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Transforming
marine waste into
valuable products
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ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED

Institut National des Sciences et Technologies de la Mer-INSTM- Biotechnologie
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What to do with waste found in ports, from fish processing and sediments dredg-
ing? AriBiotech is focused on promoting the recovery of marine litter in Italy and
Tunisia. It does this by transforming it into useful products, which helps boost local
economies and supports industries that rely on the sea. At the end of a process of
research and complex laboratory procedures, partners have turned seafood waste
into packaging and dietary supplements, and they have used Mediterranean tape-
weed (Posidonia Oceanica), a seagrass species and waste, to make aerogels which
are good for cosmetic purposes. These efforts align with the idea of a circular
economy, where resources are reused rather than discarded. AriBiotech also works
with local communities to ensure the success of its projects, hosting events to
share knowledge and build partnerships across borders. The project has created
practical tools like handbooks and guidelines to help others use marine waste ef-
fectively, while advocating for greater use of marine biotechnology.
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