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Retrieving Copernicus data to map human activities and monitor the environmental
health of the Black Sea Basin. The PONTOS project aims to support and enhance envi-
ronmental monitoring of the area by using the numerous freely available EU Copernicus
Earth Observation data and services. The project partners are using information tech-
nologies to create an operational platform to automatically retrieve Copernicus data
and make it accessible to scientists, policy-makers, citizens and other stakeholders. The
platform monitors and assesses in a harmonised manner the environmental status of
the Black Sea, mapping the human activities, monitoring the effluents disposal towards
the sea and lakes and collecting data on the water temperature, salinity, nutrients or
toxic elements. This methodology is being tested in four pilot sites in Armenia, Greece,
Georgia and Ukraine. The project activities are complemented with capacity-building
actions, such as training of trainers and developing training materials.
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