MED DE.CO.U.

Citizens and tourists
collecting data to create
“ecological beaches”
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The project aims at creating the necessary conditions to protect the coastal environ-
ment of the Egadi Islands (Italy) and the territories of Mahdia and Kerkennah (Tunisia).
The project partners are developing harmonised models and practices to manage both
plastic waste and marine biological residues - the so-called “Posidonia oceanica” sea-
grass - in a sustainable way. They are identifying and testing different methodologies
to monitor plastic litter and “Posidonia” beach-cast litter, based on the data collected
by citizens and tourists in the targeted areas. The idea is to develop two pilot actions:
the implementation of the “Ecological Beach” model, for the sustainable management
of Posidonia residues, and the application of the “fishing for litter” methodology, for the
collection and management of plastic litter at the sea. Finally, the project partners are
also defining circular economy business models and encouraging local companies to
apply the 3Rs model (reduce, reuse, recycle).
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