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 PROGRAMME Italy - Tunisia  
ENI CBC 2014-2020

 TOTAL BUDGET 1.036.871,21 €

  The “Noir de Thibar” (NT) is a local sheep breed of northern Tunisia created in 1911 
by the “White Fathers”, the Society of Missionaries of Africa. They initiated the series 
of crossbreeding of western Tunisian “Fine tail” sheep, with Italian black Merino rams. 
These crossings resulted into a new breed - the “Noir de Thibar” - which is distin-
guished by a good growth potential, a high slaughter yield and low-fat content. The 
project activities allow to evaluate nutritional and sensory characteristics of the “Noir 
de Thibar” lamb meat (RNT) and identify the distinctive features necessary for the 
certification of the final product. The initiative aims to create the first red meat label 
and disseminate the pilot experience in the target regions, extending the project to the 
field of ecotourism and catering. Through the development of traceability, certification 
and RNT quality control, the JESMED project supports the promotion and support of 
entrepreneurship in the RNT sheep farming sector.
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the European Union
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BUSINESS

JESMED

The old “black sheep” 
back on track  


