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The European Union protects more than 3,000 specific product names - food
products, wines, and spirits - in one of the EU’s quality systems. Geographical
indication (Gl) is granted to products linked to a specific place of production,
distinguishing quality products and increasing consumers’ trust. Recognized
as intellectual property, Gl plays an increasingly important role in trade ne-
gotiations between the EU and other countries. With its unique geographical,
natural and cultural background, the Black Sea basin has an enormous poten-
tial in terms of Gl products; however, the current use of Gl and its associated
mechanisms are quite limited in the area. The BS GIN project increases aware-
ness and knowledge of Gl concepts and international mechanisms, building
the capacities of BS GIN producers, SMEs, institutions, and traders related to
the protection, management and promotion of geographical indications.
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