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All data in this publication portray the situation of the ENI CBC community in December 2021. 
While reliable, financial figures should be considered as estimates.



Introduction 

Cross-border cooperation programmes under the European Neighbour-
hood Instrument (ENI CBC) are a key component of the European Neigh-
bourhood Policy and the Strategic Partnership with Russia, and they 
have an important added value to other associated regional policies 
such as the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and the Eastern Partner-
ship.* The 15 ENI CBC programmes, involving 31 participating countries, 
are at the moment in full implementation, and almost 950 cross-border 
cooperation projects are funded to date: from environmental protection 
to economic development, from infrastructures to people-to-people co-
operation, they are building a greener, more social, more cohesive Eu-
rope and its neighbourhood. We keep analysing this precious material, to 
find out how and in which sectors these projects improve the lives of the 
citizens in both Member States and Partner Countries, paving the way to 
the programming cycle 2021-2027.

Following the analysis of the running projects, TESIM has identified four 
clusters of action: environment, people-to-people (P2P) cooperation, eco-
nomic development and cross-border infrastructures. They are an attempt 
to show in a structured way the richness of the cross-border cooperation 
initiatives being implemented along the external borders of the EU. 

49 
calls for proposals

4.824
applications 

945 
projects funded

1.076 M€
total budget of funded projects
(includes EU and national co-financing)

3.602
organisations
involved

1.888 
EU Member States
& Norway

1.714 
CBC Partner 
Countries

* Within this document, the 
term “cross-border” applies 
to all types of programmes: 
land borders, sea-crossings 
and sea basins.
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When confronting the four clusters, both in terms of number of projects and 
funding, the overall ENI CBC picture is as follows:

As can be seen, the economic development cluster represents the big-
ger share of all the actions being currently implemented, with 34% of 
the projects and 29% of the financial allocation. The average size of 
economic development projects is around 960.000 €, higher than the 
average budget for P2P but lower than projects under environment or 
cross-border infrastructures.

In this publication we will describe the economic development cluster 
in terms of Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I). We will analyse the 
wide range of topics covered by the cluster and we will introduce those 
projects that we have found more illustrative with the aim of highlighting 
the importance of E&I actions in cross-border cooperation programmes 
along the external borders of the European Union.

Enjoy the reading! 
The TESIM team

Environment Economic
development

People-to-people
cooperation

Cross-border
infrastructure

227
projects

318
projects

283
projects

262,8 M€

306,3 M€

186,5 M€

320,1 M€

117
projects
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Entrepreneurship  
& Innovation cooperation 
in ENI CBC



https://eeas.europa.eu/archives/docs/enp/pdf/financing-the-enp/cbc_2014-2020_programming_document_en.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/archives/docs/enp/pdf/financing-the-enp/cbc_2014-2020_programming_document_en.pdf
https://tesim-enicbc.eu/theme/economic-development/
https://tesim-enicbc.eu/theme/economic-development/
https://tesim-enicbc.eu/theme/economic-development/


https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/sme-competitiveness/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/sme-competitiveness/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/sme-competitiveness/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/sme-competitiveness/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/research-innovation/


https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-details/#project/2019-1-DK01-KA105-059994
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52012DC0795
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/sme-strategy_en


https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation/social_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/strategy/innovation_en


https://eeas.europa.eu/archives/docs/enp/pdf/financing-the-enp/cbc_2014-2020_programming_document_en.pdf




https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2018-12/180611_eni_cbc_-_mid-term_review.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2018-12/180611_eni_cbc_-_mid-term_review.pdf








































https://world-ocean.ru/en/vityaz












https://switchmed.eu/












https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/wbt-team-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/coronavirus-response/


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058&from=EN


The tourism sector deserves a separate analysis. Considered rather as 
a cross-cutting sector, during the consultation process for the drafting 
of the Interreg Regulation between the Commission, the Parliament and 
the Council, the sector found its place within PO4 (“a more social and in-
clusive Europe implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights”) giving 
life to the specific objective “enhancing the role of culture and sustain-
able tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social inno-
vation”. The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have certainly influenced 
this decision to include tourism and culture within PO4, emphasizing the 
capillary aspects of the sector, such as an economic activity that is very 
distributed in the territories, even the most peripheral, and destined to 
involve large social categories. 

It remains clear for all NEXT programmes, however, how much tourism 
remains a prevalent sector for PO1 “a smarter Europe” but also for other 
aspects relevant to other specific objectives, for example environmen-
tal ones consistent with PO2 “a greener Europe” or for aspects related 
to the enhancement of participation or citizenship and governance as 
contemplated respectively in PO5 and in ISO1. In defining their strate-
gies, although these are not yet fully confirmed (data November 2021), 
10 are the Interreg NEXT programmes which have included culture and 
tourism among their specific objectives, and this represent a majority of 
programmes.

From research to digitalisation, from support to SMEs to tourism enhancement, 
there are many elements of continuity between ENI and NEXT. A traced path 
for territories and communities already accustomed to travel together.



DISCLAIMER This non-binding document has been developed by the TESIM project.  
It does not necessarily reflect the views of the European Commission on the topic, 
and is presented to programme and project practitioners for illustrative purposes only.




